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THE COMMUNIST LABCR TRAP

The infiltration of lsbor unions throughout the entire
woerld to convert them into instruments of Communist dreams
for world domination has long been one of Moscow'as Dprime
oblectives. Thousands of workers in many lande have been
taken in by the Communist lador strategems despite the fact
ih:t ghere has never been any attempt by Moscow to hide its

Lenin, for instance, writing in "leftwing Communist:
An Infantile Disorder,” in 1920 made the following forth-
right remarks, He sald: "The Communists must be prepared
to resort to all sorts of cunning schemes and strategems,
to use illegal methods, to evade and conceal the truth, in
order to penetrate into trade unions, tc remain in them and
to conduct the Communist work in them at all costs."

8ince that time there has teen no need for the Commun-
ists to be told again that they must enter the trade unions
and resort to subterfuges to carry on their work in them,
During the years that have elasped since Lenin wrote these
words magg scores of highly trained Communiet labor experts
have devoted years of hard study to the development of pene-
tration techniques and to the ways and means of exploiting
trade unions.

In Lenin's time it was assumed that trade union work
was to prepare the ground for revolution., That has passed
and today the only objectives of Communist trade union work
are to serve Soviet foreign policy and toc strengthen Com-
munist influence in the trade unions for their own purposes.
Communist labor union tactice imply & considerable degree of
eynlcism in the leadership and are completely at varlance
with the aspirations of those of the rank and file who sre
inapired with a feeling of loyalty to the working clasases.

There is invarliably some element of polities in every
Communist-inspired strike and at times this has even bean
admitted, at least in previous years. On numerocus ogcasions
the Communists have called for strikes as part of a maneuver
to overthrow a government, But experience has shown that
the worker more often than neot is unwilling to strike for
sush purposes and more recently Communist trade union agita-
tion purports to be concerned, not with political objectives,
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put with wages and working conditions, This is only on the
purface, however, and the politilcal motives are often not
apparent to the workers concerned or to the publiec. They
sre revealed only in the general attitude of Communists to
strikes and in the relation of this attitude to current
Boviet policy.

The truth of this may be seen in the examples of France
pnd Italy during the immediate post-war period. At that time
it was not part of the Soviet plan to foment labor disturban-
ces in those countries where they had a congiderable mass
fellowing among the anti-Fasclst elements. They were repre-
sented in the government and they even had hopes of forming
& government themselves and thereby attalning power through
parliamentary means, They were, therefore, not anxious to
alarm middle class opinlon and certainly they did not want
to create labor troubles for which they would be responsible
when they came to power, It ieg alsoc more than llkely that
they were influenced by the consideration that the greater
the recovery of industry, the less the degree of dependence
on financial aild from the United States.

The effects of this situation were most noticesable in
France where the Party's hopes of pariiamentary success were
the brightest. The Confederation Generale du Travall, con-
trolled by Communists, put the brake on strikes and stead-
fastly resisted all demands for higher wages,

However, by late 1G47 the Marshall Plan was in operation
and the Party line in Western Europe changed abruptly., Dis-
ruption of industry and the wrecking of the Plan became the
main Communist objectives, In November of that year the Com-
munist leaders of the CGT launched a series of strikes which
were the most bitter in Prench experience, demanding wage In-
creases, the return of the Party to the government on its
own terma and France's withdrawal from the Marshall Plan.

This was followed by a disastrous and sometimes bloody strike
in Qctober 1948 amang the coal miners. It ended in defeat
from the Soviet point of view in that it slowed down the re-
ecovery of French economy and shook world confidence in France's
stability at a time when it was most important to strengthen
the Western defense systen.

In the last decade there have been countless examples of
such tactics in scores of countries and to attempt to enumer-
ate them would be repetiticus and serve little purpose dbut to
reiterate what is already known. What is important is to have
a2 sleayr view of what the strategy of Soviet labor policy is
and this can best be obtained from studying the pronouncements
and activities of the World Federation of Trade Unions (WFIU).
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The WPTU does not admit to being Communist, although
it is a Communist-dominated organization, It hypoeritically
slaims to “organize and unite within its ranks the trade
unlons of the whele world, irrespective of conslderations of
rece, nationzlity, religion or political opinien.®

When the organization was founded after the war, mil-
liong of workers throughout the world hoped that it would
iive up to this fine~sounding program., However, Communist
intrigues and increasing Communist control of the Federa-
tion's machinery csused the British Trades Union Congress,
the American Congress of Industrial Organizations and the
Confederation of Free Trade Unions of the Netherlands to quit

1t in 1949, soon to be followed by others,

- The majority of the member unions are Communist-con-~
trolled snd the leaders of the minority that are not are
under Compmunist influence., Of the 18 members of the Execu-
tive Bureau, 10 are known Communigts, four are delegates of
Communist-contreolled unionsg or splinter groups and the re-
maining four are of unknown or undeclared affiliistion, Ac-
gording to the fizuraﬁéﬁahliahad‘h - the WFPU, the Communist
eountries sceount for 64,600,000 of the 80 million the WPTU
elsims to represent. This means that four-fifths of the mem-

- bership is behind the Iron Curtain,

- A striking feature of the menifestos, resolutions and
appeals by the WIPTU 1s the prepondersnce of political ques-
tiens over labor ones, It e clear that the only consistent

- purpose of these statements is that of undermlning the defen-
slve power of any state or group of atates opposed to the
Boviet Bloc, and 1t is only in this light that they can be
understood. All labor agitation in countries not under the
influence of Boviet Russia serves to wesken the rotential re-

- sistance to Soviet expansion and from this point of view the
-smerits of the workers' case are irrelevant. The resolutions
and manifestos of the WITU and the writings of its chief of-
fielals pralse all strikes and all forms of labor sgitation
regardless of thelir motive. _ _ ~ '

Communist trade union pollcy since the war has shown a
preference for the national confedsration. Communists seek
to Join and gain control of such bodles rather than set up
unions with a8 Communist ladbel and then rely on their espa-
g¢ity for infiltration to exert a wider influence over labor,
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In France, for example, after the war the Communists
helped to reestablish the COT and even while they were in-
trigulng for control, they went to considerable lengths to
preserve the {iction that the COT was non-political and al-
lowed moderste leeders a higher proportion of positions in

~ the executive organs than their following in the unions war-
ranted., In the end it was not the Communists who expelled
Leon Jouhsgux and his followers, but the latter who left,
undble Lo tolerate their position any longer. Despite this

- rify, the CUT still claims that it represents all elements
of French 1lazbor. The same happened in Italy where the
Sccisliste, Republicans and the Christian Democrats broke
away and left the Compuniste in possession of the COIL.

Once the Communiste are entrenched in positions of
power 1n & trade union it is extremely difficuit to dislodge
them. Thie has besn lllustrated by the experience of the
Congress of Industrial Orgenizations in the US. A number of
its mexmber unions, including some. of the larger and more im-
portant ones, have fallen under Communist control, disre- -
garded CI0 policy and harassed the CIO lemders. Some of the
unleng were recaptured from the Communists, but in the end
the authority of the CIO could only be ssserted by expelling
8ll Coamunlst-dominated unions, 11 of them beling expelled
during 1949 and 1950, : ‘ '

- Generally spesking, the aim of the Communist fraction is

%o capture, 1f possidle, the secretaryship of the branch or
other unlon body in which they operate, This facilitates the
‘arrangement of the asgenda of meetings to suit the Party's
alms, The discipline and zeal of the Communlst frastions
play a lagga part in securing the election of their candil-
datas to higher union offices, the remson being that many of
the other unlon members do not bother to vote. It is thus
pessible for the Communists, by diligent work and by taking
advantage of every opportunity to inerease their share of
representation at every stege. A few Communists scattered
in a number of branches, sRy one per cent of the membership,
may secure the election of Communists constituting 15 per

- cent of the district committee, If the district committes
can be persuaded to send s Communist to the divisional com-

mittee, the disproportion increases.

- It is often poseible for the Communists to serve politi-
cal ends while galning oredit as good trade unionists, In
times of inflation there i constant unrest and pressure for
wage increases and the Communiste have only to expleit it.

If they act with discretion, they can pose as the champions
of the labor movement in general, Even at such times, however,
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their efforts to keep industrial conflicte alive at any cost
are apt to betray their lack of real interest in the worksrs
and thelr fate, A frequent feature of Communist tactics are
exeggerated demands regarding wages and working hours, the
outcome of which will either be rejection and a strike or
acceptance, losses in industry and further economic demands,

. - For the past 40 years the international Communist move-
ment has employed every means to increasse its power and to
impose its totallitarian i1deology on a world it hopes to dom-

“imate., Rowhere has this been more true than in - Tield of
organized labor for the cbvious reason that Communist theory
hes slwaye assigned the dominant role in social revolution
to industirial workers.

~ The violent shifts and reversals in internationsl Com-
munist lador polley during the inter-war pericd had the ad-
vantage, from the Communist point of view, of splitting the
world trade union movement 1in general and that of Western :
Burcope In particular, However, at that time the Communists
did not make a successful bld for wider penetration., It
whs the aftermath of the Second World War that provided this

opportunity.

- In 1945, the Communists saw themselves in s situation
which promised an excellent opportunity first to penetrate
and then to dominate a world-wide trade union organization,
namely the WFTU which was established on Qetober 3, 1545 at
8 trade unionist cenference in Peris, attended by 250 dele-
gates from 56 countries and claiming to speak for some 67
million organized workers. =

The skillful maneuvers of the Sgviet, Italian, Prench
and Mexiean delegates, which led to the selection of Paris
a8 the organization's hesadquarters, served as an indieation

- of Communist plans, since the location placed the entire sd-
ministrative machinery of the WFIU in close proximity to the
Communiat-domingted Prench Confederation of Laber.

Pinmlly, by supporting pro-Communist lLouis Saillant for
the post of Qenersl Secretary and by securing the appointment
of a Boviet nominee am Assistant Secretary for Presas and
Informatlon, the Soviets had, right from the start, exploited
the idealism and spirit of compromise within the other trsde
unions in order to capture key positions in the WFTU.
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The process of disintegration was already underway in
1946 and early 1547 when the WFIU Secretariat made unsuc-
seseful efforts to extend the Pederation's cperations into
Germany end Japan with the apparent purpose of encouraging
aetivities that would embarrass the cccupation authorities.
The process of disintegration went faster after the June
1947 announcement of the Marshall Plan.

- ®hig development was immedistely reflected inalde the
WPFTU., The Communist trade unlons of France, Italy and East-
ern BRurope echoed the positlon and slogans of the Cominform
in which democratic unions were attacked ame "agents of
American imperialism? and "betrayers of trade unlon unity.”

. In these circumstances, the democratic unions had no
alternative but to fight back, first within the WFIU and
finally by breaking with it entirely. The distrust within
the WFTY deepened still further after the Communist coup in
Czechoslovakia in February 1948, After this, events moved
swiftly toward the final bresk in the ¥WFTU. A mid-Seplember
conference of the Internatiocnal Trade Seocretariats {inally
rejected sny sand all ccoperation with the WIfTYU.

_ The f{inal meetings of the Federation's Executive Bur-~
eau were bitter, The representatives of the British TUC and
the American CI0 réghtly‘aaauued General Secrstary Salllant
of flagrant blas and administrative malfeasance. Protesis
weve lodged sgainst using the WPTU Informetion Bulletin for
. the disseminetion of misleading and untruthful information,

, In Cotober 1948, the General Council of the British
Trade Union Congress recommended that the WPIU temporarily
suspend 211 of its operations because 1t ecould no longer
resch any sgreement on what the TUC ecalled "real trade unlon
taske.” A month later, st its Convention in Portland, Oregon,
“the CI0 took similar action and it rejlected a proposal to

 Hamdovrge the WITU and to make 1t effective in the United

Nations,®

L At the final joint session of the Executive Bureau of

. the WPTU which met in Paris in early January 1949, Britain's
Arthur Deakin formally presented the TUC proposal of gus-
pension, When the Bureau refused to endorse the recommended
eourse of sction, the British TUC, the (IO end the Dutch
unions walked out of the meeting and were later followed by

- $he sther non-Communist ladbor unions, '

Thus the WPTU wasz left whelly in the hands of the Com-

,~'umni;tl* It became nothing more than a Communist front
- grganization, serving the interests of the Boviet Union and
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soting mecording to the dictates of the Cominform. The

.~ pregent headqusrters of the WFTU are located in Prague
where they were transferred from Vienna in Pebrusry 1956.
The headguarters had been transferred from Paris to Vienna
in 1551 when the French QJovernment ordered 1ts expulslion
for subversive activibies. Por the next five yearn, the
WY took refuge in the Soviet-cccupled sector of Vienna,
but as soon as Austria regained her independence, the
Austrian Government expelled the WFTU, charglng that the
WU operations endangered Austrian neutrallty.

. Propagands

~ As & Conmunist front organization, the WFTU has been

used as a channel for the spreading of Communist propaganda
throughout the world. Bver since the Comwunlats togk over
the ﬁ?&g’invlg&ﬁ, the Federation has carried on an extensive
and costly publications program. The most important of its
pudblications is the World Trade Union Movement, a monthly
megasine whose editorial formula 1nc vdes commentary, texts
or specches and reports on the activities of affiliated

- organizations, In theory, it is supposed to be a trade union
Journal, EHowever, much of what it prints 1s polltical In
sharvacter and it is the Pederation's maln vehicle for at-
taoke against non-Communist gzvefnmznta,.1nztitutians and
organizations, It 1s published in 11 languages.

: _ The Zecretariat has also published a2 pamphlet serles
of which 21 booklets have appeared since 1949, reflecting
the ¥PTU's major propaganda efforts. In addition to this,
- the Trade Union Intermastionals which are a&n integral part
of the WITU, also publish their own bulletins in various
languages, The greater part of the expense of these publi-
‘sationg 1e lavished on countries in which the WIPPU hae little
. or no mendership, It is, therefore, clear that the pamphlets

gannot be considered as being & service to that membership,

While some 90 percent of the WFIU's members are recruited in
Communist~dominated countries, the two largest affiliates

" being Russian and Red Chinese, the Russian and Chinese
editions of World Trade Union Movement do not exceed 10,000
cepies each, ;I! additional prool of the propagande functlon
of these publications were needed it 1s only necessary to
point out that they conslstently ignore political or trade
unlon developments within the Soviet Bles. :

Membership

.  When the Fourth World Trade Union Congress met in Lelp-
zig in Qctober 1957, its Communist sponsors clalmed that a
total of 105,776,820 workers from 80 countries were represented
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by delegates and that of this fotal only some 13,500,000

ware not directly affiliated with the WPTU. Thls assertion
would put the officially claimed membership of the WPTU and
ite Trade Union Internatlonals in the nelghborhood of 90,000,-
900, However, these claims are not reliable and there is

Be way of checking them since gbout 90 percent of ¢claimed
§§§§§§¢hip is represented by trade unions within the Commun-

- There are only indirect ways of approximating WPTU
~atrength in the non-Communist world. Pefore the democratic
unions abandoned the WPTU 1t had g8 olaimed membership of
75,072,560, By the end of January 1949, membership had de-
elined to 57,576,260 and continued to drop because the great
majority of the 48,000,000 trade unionists who formed the
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions in November
1949 were former members of the WPTU, Nevertheless, when |
the Cosmunist-dominated congress of the WFIV met in Milan in
‘July 1649, the organization claimed a mambership of 71,786,515
which would have represented a paper loss of only about 4,300,-
000 when, in fact, and by its own Tigures, the loss had been
18,560,000 within the first month following the rift, :

Targets

_AY present the WFIU ls making lts most ensrgetic bid for
support in the Asian and African oountries, There, it i3
sasisr to éiﬁgniﬂa the fact that all the trade union princi-
ples professed by the WPTU are systematically vielated in
the foviet Union, Rastern Burope and China, that workers do
not have the right to strike, that they cannot Jjoin unions
of their own cholce and that they do not have a LO-hour week.
in these countries it ls also easier to enter the political
greng on the pretext of defending the workerts interests and
by the skilliful exploitation of poverty, nationalism and
sconomie underdevelopment. . o .

- ¥Whatever lits professed ideals, the ¥WFTU is solely an
instrument of Boviet policy and a tactical weapon in the war
of infiltration and subversion, The WPTU i1s not alone in
this role and there are many other Comminist front organiza-
- tiens for women, youth, laswyers, Jjournalists and teachers,

The Scviset Union and the other Communist states elither parti-
elpate directly in them or are represented by trusted fom-
munlsty Trom other countries, All of them are {inanced by
the Soviet Government. _

;3.7
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The Communist elements within the WPTU professed respect
ané friendshlp for the democratic unions of the Western world.
But they were unmasked and imsolated from the free unions
whereupon they made the cause of Soviet dictatorship thelr
own by using the organization they had captured as an instru-
ment of disruption and propaganda., S
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